
Undesirable side effects of Succinylcholine  

 

 

 

 

Dysrhythmias 

SCh activates muscarinic receptors, leading to bradycardia, junctional 
rhythms, and even sinus arrest – in children this an occur after one dose, but 
in adults is most common when a second dose is administered 5 minutes after 
the first . Risk can be decreased by pretreating with non-depolarizing NMBDs 
or by administering atropine. Interestingly, SCh can mimic ACh at other sites 
and also cause increased SBP and HR. 
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Hyperkalemia 

Normal increase is 0.5 – 1.0 mEq/mL. Risk of serious hyperkalemia usually 
peaks 7-10 days after insult, but increased K+ release may occur as soon as 
2-4 days after denervation injury, or after several days of immobility. Duration 
of risk has not been adequately characterized but is suspected to be for 3-6 
months. renal failure itself does not increase the risk of SCh administration as 
long as hyperkalemia is well-controlled  

 

 


